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modity that will be taken in eertain foreign
countries, which will provide us with goods
in exchange. I refer to gold. I think those
countries are mad to do so. Although
gorged with gold, America will still give
goods in exchange for our gold.

Mr. Marshall: It is the best meams of
exchange.

Mr. HUGHES: That is so. We are so
badly in need of foreign credits that we
are told we must accept petrol rationing in
order to conserve what foreign eredits we
have. We could intensify gold production
in Western Australia and thereby furnish
owrselves with as much additional ecredit
overseas as we need, without the necessity
for petrol restrictions at all,

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. D. Johnson: But surely you do
not suggest we have power to do that?

Mr. HUGHES: No, but I suggest we
have power to make representations to the
Federal Parliament, which possesses that
power.

Hon, W. D. Johnson : That is different,

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, und we could make
representations accordingly. The only man-
ner in which we ean intensify gold produe-
tion is to raise the price of gold in terms
of our internal currency. Therefore, the
Federal Government ecould go on buying
gold at the increased price so as to bring
inte production many mines that are not
producing at present. That eould be done
by internal means, for we enuld adjust, as
between citizen and eitizen, the economic
consequences of raising the price of gold.
We would increase the supply of gold,
which wounld provide us with the means of
securing credits overseas. Therefore if we
desire foreign ¢redits, we should exploit to
the full our capacity to produece gold at
the present time. Lloyd George, in his book
on war debts and reparations--he knew as
much ahout that subject as the best in-
formed member of this House, because of
his experiences at the conclusion of the
1914-18 war—pointed out regarding the ex-
traordinary demand for German repara-
tions, that, so far as internal adjustments
were concerned, such matters could be
arranged between themselves by legislation
and so on. We are in much the same posi-
tion to-day. At that time foreign credits
were required, and the internal economy was
adjusted to meet the ecircumstances that
arose. We can achieve the same end by
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raising -the price of gold and engaging
upon the intense production of pold. Thus
we will be able to secure credils overseas,
withont the necessity to indulge in the
rationing of petrol.

On motion by Mr.
Jjourned.

Leahy, debate ad-

House adjourned at 9.14 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—ECONOMIC PROBLEMS.
Commonwealth Bank and National Credit.

Mr. BERRY asked the Deputy Premier:
1, Will he telegraph the Premier, at present
in Canberra, to bring again before the Prime
Minister and the Loan Counecil, the motion
unanimously passed in this Assembly last
session, as moved by the member for Mur-
chison, that the Commonwealth Bank be in-
structed to issue debt free money without
inflation or any financial charge through
taxation for the efficient financing of the
war? 2, Will the Premier also ask that the
Trading Banks co-operate in detail with the
Commonwealth Bank to achieve this desired
end? 3, Will the State Government also
inform other Awustralian State Parliaments
of any action taken in this important
matter?

The DEPUTY PREMIER replicd: The
motion was transmitted to the Common-
wealth Government, and its import is be-
fore the Premier at the present tine.
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QUESTION--NATIVE ADMINISTRA-
TION ACT.

Currolup Settlement,

Mr. STUBBS asked the Minister for the
North-West: 1, 1s £2,000 being spent on the
kitchen and dining room of the Carrolup
Native Bettloment? 2, What maferial is be-
ing used in their econstruetion? 3, Is native
labour being employed? 4, 1f not, why not?
3, Is £675 leing spent on the erection of
stables, chaffhouse, saddlery room and
machinery shed? G, How many horses are
to be housed in the stables? 7, How is the
£625 for renovations heinyg spent? 8, How
many natives and half-castes is it proposed
to accommodate at the settlement?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WERST vreplied: 1, No. A contraet has been
tet for £2,019 and includes the following :—
(a) Kitehen block, comprising kitchen, ser-
very, food preparation, three stores, and
partial lining repairs and renovations to
existing dining rooms: (b} Provision of new
fly-proof meat house; (¢} New bakehouse;
{d) Additions, alterations, repairs and reno-
vations to cxisting store and cell bloek, in-
cluding the provision of a new office, new
store, and extensions to existing store. (e)
Erection ¢f new laundry and E.C. to onc
set of ¢uarters; (f) New latrines for male
natives. 2, Timber framing eovered exter-
nally with jarrah weatherboards and iron
roof. Lined and ceiled with loeally manu-
factured asbestos eement sheeting. 3, No.
4, VPractieally no unskilled labourers conld
be employed. Even huilders’ labourers are
skilled. 5, No. A contract has heen let for
£647 for the erection of stables, chaff house,
implement shed and harness room. It in-
eludes the provision of 10,000 gallons rain-
water storage. G, Provision is made for
stabling seven horses. 7, The contract for
£625 iz for reconditioning. altering, repair-
ing, and renovation of ten existing build-
ings, most of which were in a very bad state
of repair. 8, Five hundred.

QUESTION--WAR WITH GERMANY.
Enlistment of Government Employees,

Mr. ABBOTT asked the Tleputy Premier:
1. Has the Government made anv announer-
ment to Government emplovees whether, in
the event of their volunteering for active
serviee, their emplovment will he assared ta
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them on their return to eivil Life? 2, If
50, does such assuranee also cover a promise
that their seniority in the publie serviee will
be preserved?

The DEPUTY PREMIER replied: 1,
Yes, to permanent officers. 2, Yes.

QUESTION--STATUTES CONSOLIDA-
TION.

Mr. NORTI asked the Minister for Jus-
tice: 1, Iy any action being taken to consoli-
date our statutes? 2, If so, what stage has
heen reached? 3, Is anything being done
to remove amhignities of language in the
statutes, particularly in regard to more glar-
ing cases, as for instance that of seetion 22a
of the Dog Act?

The MINTISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, Yes. 2, Ench sessional volume of statutes
contains a list of Acts which have been eon-
solidated and which appear in the appen-
diees to various volumes hetween 1912 and
the vear of the latest volume. A number of
consolidated Acts have also been published
in separate volumes, A Bill has been pre-
pared to consolidate the Police Aect, 1892,
and amendments. In addition, twelve Acts
have been reprinted with amendments under
the Amendments Incorporation Aect, 1938,
and these have been published in Volume T.
of the Reprinted Acts of the Parliament of
Western Australia which contains Aects as
reprinted up to the 30th November, 1939.
3, Yes, as and when sueh ambiguities are
disclosed by judicial deeisions.

QUESTION—BAGS, STATE MANU-
FACTURE.

My, SAMPSON asked the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary: 1, In view of
the difficulty of obtaining suitable bags for
chareoal, grain and grain produets, super.
and other commodities, has consideration
been given to the loeal manufacture of bags?
2, Is he aware that the mannfacture of baes
from jute is ecarried on by prisoners in the
S8an Quentin (California) gaol? 3, As no
work of this deseription is earried out in
Australia, will he, in view of the import-
ance and value of work for the reformation
of all long-term prisoners, rive consideration
to the establishment of jute weaving and
bag-making in the Fremantle gaol?
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The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH.
WEST replied: 1, Yes, but as there is no
duty on such hags, and as the jute has to
be imported, local manufacture up to date
has not been found practicable. 2, No.
3, Yes, 1 will be glad to make inquiries.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Wiison, leave of ab-
senee for two weeks granted to Hon. P.
Collier (Boulder), on the gronnd of ill-
health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. LEAHY (Hapnans) [4.36]: I have
listened attentively fo the able speeches de-
livered by members during this session, and
am of opinion that the country has been
combed almost from Darwin in the north to
Albany in the south; becanse the woes, wor-
ries and disabilities of the people of the
State have been paraded at some length.
Kach member who has spoken so for has
done his utmost to plaece before the House
the disabilities under which the people of
his electorate labour. The member for Avon
(Mr. Boyle) made an excellent speech. He
dealt with our primary producers, particu-
larly the farmers. Of course, many of us
are inclined to believe that farmers arve
chronic squealers. They have often been so
termed. Personally, T do not agree. Dur-
ing one period in this State, when farmers
were doing very well, they did not seem to
worry about giving credit to anybody for
assistance given to them; it seemed as
thongh they eould not possibly help it,
but they beeame chronic growlers. Growl-
ing became part of the farming industry.
To-day, however, the whole pieture has
chenged and we realise only too well the
disabilities under which farmers now labour.
We are also aware that if the primary pro-
ducers of this State, or of any country, go
to the wall, it will be a bad day for the
nation.

We in this State ave of course in 2 some-
what different position. We have our gold-
mining industry, which bhas been the baek-
bone of the State, Not only has it helped
us and provided our wherewithal for a
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number of years, but on severa] occasions
it has been of considerable assistance to the
whole Commonwealth, I vemember Mr.
Collier telling me about nine years ago in
Boulder that, had it not been tor this in-
dustry, the shutters would have gone up in
Western Australia many years before. Gold,
however, is not reproductive; every cunce
of gold dug out of the ground takes an ounce
of gold from ng. There is a limit ty the
life of all mines. The possibility no doubt
exists that other lields will be discovered:
we may find new and extensive lodes of
reasonable values. Who knows? Buot we

do keoow definitely that the life of
each mine iy limited; it eannot go on
indetinitely. We also know that our

State cannot exist for all time on gold.
Therefore we must endeavour to help every
other indusiry and particularty the pri-
mary indostries of this State to carry
on their goml work. If anything ean be
done in the interests of the farmers it
should be done as quickly as possible,

thongh I know the problem is a difficult one.

The member for Avon (Mr. Boyle) re-
ferred to some of the transactions of the
Agricultural Bank. I remember that a few
years ago u splendid effort was made by the
Government to do something for dusted
miners on the eastern goldfields. I hap-
pened to be one of them. The Goyernment
launched out on a programme of land set-
tlement in an honest endeavour to prolong
the lives of those miners who were affected.
An attempt was made to take them out of
the industry before they became too seri-
ously affected and so give them sn oppor-
tunity to live for at least the greater part of
the allotted span of life. After a thorough
investigation had been made and experts
had inspeceted the localities where the pro-
posed setilements were to be established, the
opinion was that the proposition was =a
really good one, and the Government was
satisfied it was about to do something in
the interests of the men it was secking fo
help. An immense programme of work
was put in hand. Houses were built for the
men who were taken away from the eastern
goldfields. Unfortunately, soon after their
transfer there was a peried of bad seasons
and very low prices for wheat and those
were ohstacles that eould not be overcome.
The men were vietims of civcumstanees. In
many respeets they were treated rather well;
in other respects they were not treated too
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well at all, and I propose now to refer to
some of the actions associated with the ad-
ministration of the Agrienltural Bank.

Firstly the bank appointed inspectors
and, from a study of the men appointed, it
seemed to me that the essential qualifications
for an expert inspector of farming in those
areas way that he should be 4 man who had
failed to make a success of the job of farm-
ing at least onee. As a wmatter of fact, [
think some of the inspectors failed on two
or three occasions, That was the type of
man who was sent along to instruct people
like myself, a digger. That was the type of
man who was sent to tell me how to grow
wheut, how to prepare my land, and how to
use an axe though the people to whom I am
referring were not themselves capable of
using axes. But that was not the worst
feature of the whole business. There was
favouritism, the most awful fanlt that could
creep into the community. One man was
able to obtain implements and everything
else he desired in order to work his land;
others could get nothing. I was one of the
latter. [ had to let my land on contract.
When I found that I could not obtain im-
plements to work with, I went back to the
mines. I spent no more than three months
on the land, returning to work as a miner
so as to make a home for myself and my
family. . In order to save the Agricultural
Bank and the department the expense of
keeping my family I worked to keep them
myself.

The faet that the scheme was a failure
was not the fault of the Government or of
any Governmental officers, There is no bet-
ter land in the whole of Australia. At South-
ern Cross we were in a dry area, hut prices
fell and that is a disability that no donbt
exists to-day. There was another aspect of
the Agricultura] Bank administration that led
to serions trouble in the end. The farmers
considered that they were paying tao much
for their supplies and it was soggested to
the bank that on a certain day an inspector
should visit a property and make arrange-
ments for a quantity of wheat on that pro-
perty to be sent to Perth in exchange for
necessary supplies.  That privilege was
denied  those unfortunate diggers who
had gone on the land from Kalgoorlie
and who are now mnearly all dead. They
were compelled to deal in the dearest mar-
ket in the State, namely, Southern Cross.
Then the bank decided to issue bank orders.
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Members of the Country Party know some-
thing about those bank orders. The bank
used to issne these notes and say to the
farmers, “Go to your grocer and we will
give you a bank order and everything will
be quite al] right.” Some of the settlers he-
came desperate and stole some of the wheat
they had grown. They ‘pinched” their
own property beeause they wanted food.
After all, the individual who sees his family
go short of food when he has produced
material necessary to provide that food is
not mueh of a inan. Some of those farmers
took a portion of the wheat they had grown
and sold it. What happcened? Thev were
prosecuted, When the court sat in Southern
Cross those poor deluded miner-farmers
learnt to their surprise that the hank order<
that had been issued were not worth the
paper they were printed vn. Some have not
been paid to this day. I have a great sym-
pathy for farmers and if anything can be
done in their intcrests it is the duty of
everyone to help them now that they are in
diffieultics.

The member for Bunbury (Mr. Withers)
outlined a gas-producer proposition—I
mean of a mechanical type. He dealt with
the subject very well indeed. The matter i
importunt and requnires a good deal of con-
sideration in this State today on account ot
the impending rationing of petrol. Incide-
tally he mentioned the Bunbury harbour.
The people of his electorate should be ex-
tremely proud of their representative be-
cause no more gallant battler for his elee-
torate ever existed. Then the member for
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe (Mr. F. €. T. Smith)
made reference to unofficial armies and I
shall have something to say about that mat-
ter in & moment. A variety of subjects has
been dealt with by hon. members who have
spoken during this debate. The matters
dealt with ranged from the tragedy of war
to a delightful touch of light comedy that
was introduced last night by the member
for East Perth (Mr. Hughes). I am ex-
tremely sorry that he is not bere this after-
noon. DBut behold! A wizard of finance has
sprung up amongst us in a night! He has
solved the problem. This genius of finance
came to us last night and fold us the way
out of our difficulties. I ¢an see smiles on
the faces of Country Party members. He
absolved them from all their responsibili-
ties. He waved o magic wand and all thenr
disabilities disappeared. He said, “If you
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take my advice and do the things I say, You
need not worry. You will be out of frouble.
It you fail to do those things which in my
opinion are right, you can mismanage your
farm, and when you have mismanaged it to
such an extent that vou eannot make a liv-
ing from it, you go to your banker and
say, ‘I have worked extremely hard on thal
tarm and have done the best I ¢an’.” Prob-
ably the man never worked at all. *‘My
family and I are destitute. I propose to
go elsewhere. Give me my fare and I will
make an existence somewhere else’” Aec-
cording to the member for East Perth, the
reply of the banker would be, “For heav-
en’s sake, do not do that. Yon have stuck
to me go long; do not leave me now.” Then
the distressed farmer would immediately
say, “What am 1 going to do?” And the
reply would be, “Do not worry; everything
will be quite all right. If you are net pre-
pored to carry on, 1 am willing to pay you
€8 a week to go back and mismanage the
farm g little longer.” This comes from one
of those geniuses who spring up overnight
and tell people how they ean get out of their
ditficulties. These wizards of finance come
lere and telk for hours; this one annoyed
the Leader of the Opposition somewhat, and
introduced a little light eomedy, probably at
bis expense. Why has not this wonderful
tinaneial genius expounded his ideas to re-
lieve the world destitution that exists¥ I am
sorry he is noi in his seat this afternoon.
Probably that is half the glory attached to
the whole situation, if there is any glory in
it.

Speaking quite setiously, I have been very
pleased to note in this House expressions
of an ardent desire to unite and carry this
dreadful war to a successful conclusion. To
my way of thinking, that is the one bright
shining light. People must realise that to-
day it is not a matter of fighting a war of
ageression; it is not a matter of seeking
territorial expanston; if is not a matter
of prinding down some poor unfortunate
people. A position more serious has prob-
ably never occurred in the history of the
world, and eertainly not in the history of the
British Empire. The unity displayed by the
people thronghout the length and breadth of
this country, and, T hope, through all British-
speaking countries, convinces me that pro-
vided the unity continnes, the desire to win
will be realised. We must appreciate that in
entering this war we are not fighting an
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ovdinary war. Wars have been fought
throughout the ages, many of them for free.
dom, though untortunately many of them
were not fought for freedom. But let me
ask, what form of freedom? Let us scarch
history and ascertain just what form ot
freedom ever emme as a result of war, The
freedom that has emngnated from most wars
has been freedom for the very few and
slavery for the very many. After the Napol-
conic wars England was going to he a
wonderful country. DBut what happened
after Napoleon had heen conquered at
Waterloo? I suppose that campaign was
followed by one the most serious periods
ever experienced in British bistory. Slavery
and suchlike evils had their origin in those
times. The people who suffered those indig-
nities represented over 90 per cent. of the
whole of the people, and many lost their
lives in that dreadful struggle.

To-day we are faced with quite a different
proposition. We are fighting not only the
cause of the nation but the cause of
humanity, and the cause of humanity eon.
notes the finest and highest doetrines of
civilisation. We are not fighting a war of
bitterness; we are fighting for our very exis
tenee, and T maintain that any person living
in the British Empire who will not do his
hest "and give of his best and bring to hear
cvery effort within his power to retain our
freedom and democracy is no less a traitor
than are some of those people of whom we
have had experience in other countries. This
spirit of unity, I repeat, is one bright spot
particularly noticeable in this Houwse. T
believe that party politics should be dis-
carded for the time being. To do so is quite
possible. T eannot sce that any great bitter-
ness exists hetween the several parties in
this House, and I believe they will unitedly
endeavour to do evervthing pessible to help
win the war.

Let me now refer to those unofficial armies,
as they have been termmed. 1 was pleased
indeed to learn that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment had decided that to permit their
formation would be inadvisable. As a resi-
dent of the goldfields, I have a very unhappy
recollection of an episode associated with
one of those unofficial armies. A few years
ago we had a little industrial troubie on the
eastern goldfields, thongh it was very litle.
It was simply a matter of holding a stop-
work meeting in the hope of inducing a
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number of men not in the union to join up
and pay for some of the advantages obtained
through union effort. Some person in auth-
ority—a highly placed Government official—
suddenly decided to launch out as a sort of
divtator, clothing himself with authority and
secking for glory of a kind, I suppose. Pro-
huahly he thought that he would earn a place
on the seroll of fame—or perhaps ill-fame
would he better. He had a brainwave and
told the unfortunate returned men, who knew
nathing of the circumstances, that the miners
were desperate characters. Tliese miners arve
the most layal and law-abiding people in
the world. T make no apology for that state.
ment,  Less trouble is experienced on the
castern goldfields than anywhere else.  This
official stated that the miners had made jam-
tin homhs and were doing all sorts of things
~surh as would never enter the mind even of
a Hitler. To deal with the situation, he de-
vided to form one of these unofficial armies.
The vesult was that he got together a num-
ber of those people, supported, I suppose,
to sowne extent by the Government. The next
thing we heard was that machine guns and
amiunition, and rifles with bayonets fixed
had arrived. That was an unofficial army.
Everything was done that could be done fo
intimidate the peaceful people of the gold-
fields; the mines were picketed for about a
woek.  No decent and honourable working
man dared walk the streets during that per-
iod. Such things should not be allowed in
any decent community. The man of whom
I speak was a highly paid official, whose
duty was to administer the law and not to
hresk it. Yet we find he raised that army.
Many members of it did not understand the
position, They had heen told tales about
how desperate the people on the goldfelds
were, and they were influenced to such an
extent that they decided to take a hand in
the matter. They were soon satisfied there
was nothing in the tales that had been told,
and that the people of the goldfields were as
loyal and law-abiding as they themselves
were,

Myr. Sampson: That was a long time ago,

Mr. LEAHY : It was in 1919, not so long
ago. Some people are only too anxious to
¢lothe themselves with unnecessary author-
ity. Thev seem te think they ecan improve
on the eivil laws of the State, notwithstand-
ing that those laws have been framed and
passed as n result of long and serious
thought. We do not want that kind of
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thing to happen. We have both ecivil and
militaty laws of a kind sufficient for the
CGovernment of the State, and we possess
experts to deal with various situations that
may arise. 1ndividuals should not be al-
lowed to take unto themselves such author-
ity as they desire to assume, because it is
sometimes dangerous to give them too much
power.

Certain anomalies in the Workers' Com-
pensation Aet are calling for consideration.
A man may meet with an accident, as a
vesult of which one finger may have to be
amputated. An adjoining finger may be
seriously erushed, The doetor naturally en-
deavonrs if possible to save the injured fin-
ger, but the healing process may take some
time. The amputated finger is worth £150
to the injured man. The injured finger,
may, hawever, take from eight to ten weeks
to Leal.  After the amputation of one finger
the man might be in a pesition to veturn to
work within three weeks, but becanse of the
injury to the other finger he may not be fit
to return for cight or ten weeks. The result
is that the amount specified in the Aet as
compensation for the amputated finger is
distributed over the whole period during
whieh the injured finger is healing. That
wys not the intontion of the Aet, hut I
know sueh instances have oceurred on the
Eastern Goldflelds, Instead of the man re-
ceiving the allotted sum of £150 for the los«
of one finger, he is reduced to half-pay-
ments per week until the other finger has got
well, and the amount paid weekly is deducted
from the £150. That matter should receive
attention. The Act also makes provision for
artificial teeth heing supplied. If a man's
awn teeth are hroken he goea to the dentist,
and thev arve replaced by an artificial set.
Subsequently he may be struck in the mouth
whilst at work, and the artifieial feeth may
he broken. The Aet contnins no provision
for replacements. The man has, therefore,
to stop ehewing and is net able to eat until
the hraken teeth are replaced.  Artificial
tecth are just as necessary to eat with as is
a natural set, The same sort of thing may
occur with a glass eye. A man may lose
the eve whilst at work, but there is no pro-
vision for its replacement.

The Mines Regulation Aet also needs at-
tention. Some time ago I had a long argu-
ment with a mine manager on this subject.
T happened to visit a place in a mine and
to notiee that the men were working under
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dangerous conditions. I, therefore, caused
the men to cease work there. Of eourse I
brought down upon my head the wrath of
the manager, and many meetings and argu-
ments ensued, It was then decided to give
me the benefit of the doubt and admit that
the place was dangerous, and men were not
allowed to work there. I find now that in-
spectors have no right to take such action.

The Minister for Mines: Which inspec-
tors?

Mr. LEAHY: Any inspector. I have
just related what occurred on that occasion.
During my experience as an inspector I did
not encounter much trouble. In most cases,
when T decided that a place was unsafe for
work, the mine management agreed with me.
On other occasions I had to fight to get my
way. The inspectors arc very worried about
the position, and claim that the Aect does
not provide for action of this kind being
taken by them. That is also my view. Men
may be sent to work in a place where it
is extremely dangerous for them. Per-
haps they do net know the danger of their
position. An inspector has no power under
the .\ct fo declave the place dangerous and
to close it. Suppose that after he leaves
the mine, and makes a report to the State
Mining Engincer, one of the workmen is
killed, what will be the position? It has
also been diseovered that an inspector has
no power over a surface change room. I
have experienced no difficulty myself in
that connection, for no one ever refused to
do anything that I asked for. The matter
was, however, bronght to my notice on the
oceasion of my last visit to Kalgoorlie,

The State battery in Kalgoorlic was in a
bad condilion some years ago. It was the
duostiest part of the Golden Mile. In an hon-
est endeavour to have the conditions 1m-
proved there T found myself at cross pur-
poscs with the manager. We had a dis-
agreement over the whole position. We dis-
cussed the matter in the inspeetor’s office
with the State Mining Engineer, who had
reeeived the advice of the Crown Law De-
partment; and what was the nature of the
reply he gave? He said that I had no stand-
ing at all in the matter, under the Aet
as the battery was not a place within
the meaning of the Aect. Yet crushing
ore is a part of mining activities. Super-
vision of State batferies is absolutely
needed. Inspeetors should have power to
ensuve that dust is kept down and that
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everything is maintnined in proper repair.
I fecl sure that this needs only to be brought
into the lizht of day in order to receive at-
tention.

Anpother important subject is requiring
attention on the Eastern Goldficlds. The
member for East Perth (Mr. Hughes) last
night had the courage to attack a rcputable
body of men who possibly are great pro-
ducers. I do not know what it is they pro-
duce; 1 leave members to judge of that.
They are, moreover, prominent men, inas-
much &s one sees their names in the columns
of the “West Australian” practically every
Monday and Tuesday. My reference is to
the starting-price hookmakers. Crave ir-
rerularities arve said to be going on, and
possibly that is so. They go on all over
the world. However, I wish to draw the at-
tention of the House to something ihat
evervone knows to be going on in the East-
ern Goldfields distriet and is a erying shame.
It is associated with illicit gold, that is,
stealing gold or dealing in stolen gold. Take,
for instance, a man who 1s working in a
face, and after firing a shot, finds a piece
of gold. That is extremely tempting. I
do not know of anything more templing
than gold, and I have had 36 years' ex-
pericnce in the indestry. The lumy of gold
belones to nobody, and it is there for the
man to pick up, The man may say te him-
self, “That lamp of gold will make it pos-
sible for me to buy shoes for Jimmy or a
dress for my wife, or something else that is
needed.” He takes that piece of gold, and
somehody pimps on him, He is picked up
by the gold-stealing staff and taken hefore
the court. There he can bhe sentenced to six
months’ imprisonment and a fine of £150.

My, Hughes: Is not the standard sentence
four months now?

Mr. LEAHY : Has it been reduced? How-
ever, T am speaking of a case where a miner
was sentenced to six months' imprisonment
and fined £150: and he had not stolen the
gold. Rring out of work, he allowed himself
to he induced by some syndicate to put
illicit gold through the bank. There had
been some changes in the staff, and he was
unfortunate enough to enter the prenises
when the other fellows were there, As a
result he got six months and was fined £150.
What is his position to-dav? T have leen
doing my hest for him, and so have others.
It has been a hard struggle, fighting for jus-
tice and freedom on behalf of that
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man, hiz wife and children. In  faet
we are lighting for his right to live.
That man has paid the penaity of imprison-
ment for his offence, and he has paid what-
ever portion of the fine he conld; and now
he is denied the right to live. He is refused
employment. That is wrong. No matter
what minor offence a man has committed,
more especially this offenee, surely after
paving the penalty he is entitled to justice
and to one move chanee to show that he
will not repeat the offence. On the Bastern
(Goldfields to-day the trouble is that the little
fellow ix picked up pretty reeularly, whereas
the big Fellow is never picked up.

Mr. Hughes: Not if he sells to the ring.
Then he is all right. But if he sells outside
the ring—

Mr. LEAMY: This is much more serions
than the starting-priee business. 1 am
deeply concerncd about this partienlar case,
1 do not know exactly how the position is to
he remedied. Lef me ask, who amongst us
has not sinned? YWho amongst us ean throw
rtones? Why should not thiz man be allowed
the apportunity to provide for his wife and
#hildren? TDoes the position T have stated
represent the freedom for which we are
fighting to-day? T sincerely hope it does nof.
The mining company ean say that the re-
fusal ta employ this man is not a concerted
movement. The eompany ean sav, “We are
within our rights; we do nol need a man.”
Then where does that man find himself?
High and dry, fairly left to starve. Outside
mining there is very little wark to be had
in Kalgoorlie, espeeially Wy a miner. True,
he mav go on sustenanee. Far my part, I
do not admit that what he has done is salto-
gether a sin. Such cases as this demand
attention and reasonable thinking. T repeat,
the man is entitled to at least a chance to
show that he has henefited from being im-
prisoned and fined. T shall not detain the
House longer. To judge from the faces, I
have alveady oecupied too mueh time. T
thank hon. members.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [5.18]: T did
intend to have a few words to say respeet-
ing the rosy picture the memher for Fast
Perth (Mr. Hughes) drew last nizht of the
farmer’s finances in the fuinre; but I feel
that any comment from me now s quite
unneeessary, after the humorous and execl-
lent analysis of that pietnre which we have
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had from the member for Hamnans (Mr.
Leahy). That hon. member most suecinctly
and emphatically destroyed the bright vision
which the member for East Perth presented
here yesterday evening.

Mr, Hughes: Do you find humowr iz the
farmers' distress?

Mr. WATTN: No; only in the analysis
made by the merber for Hannans,

Mr. Hughes: What do you know about
the subject! What suggestions have you to
offer?

Mr. WATTS: I have a econstituent who
is very keen on receiving “Hansard.” What
it is that induces such keenmness I am not
guife aware; but the faet remains fhat he
is very keen. Another thing he likes to re-
ceive a copy of the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech. This year I duly supplied him, and
when subseguently meetine me he suid that
he had read the Speech, and he asked, “o
vou really think that the (lovernment is as
devoid of ideas as the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech would lead one to believe!” 1 re-
plied, “I veally cannot tell you.” He said,
“For some reason or other Ministers appear
to have advised His Execllency to say as
little as possible about some things and
nothing at all about ether things.” Whether
that indieates a laek of ideas or not the
session will probably revenl. Those words
really sum up the Speech to which we ave
addressing ourselves now. The Speech dovs
pot tell us much about what has happened
in the past, except what we ean find in any
daily paper; nor does it tell us mueh about
what we may expect in the future. That,
apparently, is left to our imagination. Gen-
erally speaking, it is donbtful what we are
replying to. However, as usual, we toke
the opportunity of the Address-in-reply to
express our points of view with regard {o
varions subjeets. My intention is to join
with the happy party as on previcus ne-
casions,

I hope I shall be able to eonfine my-clf
to those matters that should really he dealt
with by the State Parliament, either wholly
or partly. One of the lessons we ean learn
from the events of the last few months and,
indeed, from the events of the past few
vears, is that democratie Governments, as 1
think was indicated by the member for West
Perth {Mr. McDonald) a few davs ago,
have yet very much to learn. Tn this country
we believe in democracy. We all intend ta
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do our besl to make it the type of govern-
ment that is worthy of our continued adher-
ence, There are times, however, when we
look around and observe how slowly that
form of government can move, how ineflici-
ent it can be and how many of its actions
have not come np to our expectations. We
then wonder whether our adherence to that
form of government is justified. 1 am firmly
convineed that it is. Its improvemrent is iu
our own hands, and I think it is high time
we did our best fo ensure that it moves mors
quickly, reaches decisions more promptly
and efliciently and, in short, does away with
much of the red tape with which, unfor-
tunately, it i3 surrounded. If we take action
to see that those improvements are effected
and at the same fime ensure that the stan-
dards of our Governments and our civil ser-
viees, their honour and probity, are kept as
high as possible, then 1 bhelieve that
the democratic form of government will
vet show the world that it is the only type
suitable in a civilised and Christian com-
munity, At the same time, we peed to ve-
frain from drifting into a state of com-
placency. We want always to realise that
without precedent there can he no progress,
und that progress in a democratic (fovern-
ment, as in all other things, is one of those
udvances that are very much required at
the present time, and towards the further-
ing of which each of us, according to our
several ahilities, should work hard and
often.

T was struck hy the observations of
the member for West Perth vezarding
what I think he referred to as “post-
war problems.” There are those of
us who are inclined to the opinion that at
the present time nothing should be thought
of except the condunect of the war and mat-
ters direetly associated with that objective.
There is much to be said for that point of
view. I think it should be paramount at the
present time. On the other hand, we would
be quite wrong if we did not, concurrently
with the consideration of those problems,
take into aceount what the position may he
and what may require to he done when the
present conflict terminates. Some of us
might spend a little more of our time in
considering post-war questions. Tt always
seems to me that just as in the past we were
disinelined to believe that there was likely to
be & time of war, and that it was then not an
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appropriate period to take action regarding
war matters, so at present some of us are
disinelined to believe that after the war
there will he difficulties of any kind that will
have to be overcome, and consequently we
are loth to prepare to face those difficulties
until they are foreed upon us.

Mr. North: That was the trouble last
time,

Mr. WATTS: Exactly, and I think seme
of us should in our spare time, give some
gonsideration to problems thai are likely to
arise. After the 1914-18 war, we certainly
embarked upon a scheme of land settle-
ment for soldiers and dealt with other
legislation that to some extent could
be vegarded as sueccessful. On the other
hand, could anyonec to-day, in the light
of the information that we now have
at our disposal, suggest that those who
return to us from service overseas at the
conelusion of the present hostilities and who
eammence looking around for some suitable
occupation, reasonably he asked on the evi-
dence before us, to participate in gnother
scheme of such a nature asz the earlier
soldicr settlement scheme, I do not think
we eould do that. I would not like to con-
template, in view of the present position of
the farming industry and its likely eondition
within the next year or two, another scheme
for the settlement of soldiers on the land,
such as that formulated in 1819 or there-
abouts. Therefore we must look around
for some new line of action and we should
give consideration to that question at the
present time.

During the last few days we have listened
to discussions eoncerning the position of
the agrieultural industry in Western Aus-
iralia. Numerous cases of financial hard-
ship involving farmers have been placed be-
fore us by various memhers. Subsequently
the memher for Brown Hill-Tvanhee (Mr.
F. ¢ L. Smith) appeared to hold the
opinion that whatever finaneial diffienlties
eonfronted farmers at this juncture were the
result of their inefficiency, by comparison
with the snceess of farmers who had re-
tired and are now resident in Nedlands and,
possibly, other suburhs in the metropolitan
area. I shall not for one moment enter into
n discussion regarding what we should do
with the Commonwealth Bank, I com-
menced my remarks by saying that so far as
T could, I would confine myself to matters
that could be dealt with by the State Par-
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liament, and 1 propose to adhere to that re-
solve throughout my speech. I have a word
or two to say to the member for Brown Hill-
lvanhoe and anyone else in the State who
has a point of view anything like akin to
that held by the hon. member. I shall cite
for him one or two cxperiences that have
ovcasioned considerable financial trouble to
tarmers of my acquaintanee, and ask him
whether their position ean be vegarded as
attributahle to ineilicieney, Two brothers who
are farming in the Ongerup distriet, last year
put 580 aeres under crop. The return from
that ¢rop was the only one they could ex-
peet as they bad ne livestock. The putting
in of the erop cost themm approximately
£350, counting all out-of-pocket expenses.
Thus those two farmers were £560 out of
pocket. On the 31st October I had an oppor-
tunity to look at the erop and, in common
with a great many others, more knowledge-
uble  possithly  than 1, then considered
that it would return not less than 24
hushels to  the acve. With wheat at
2s. Gd. that would have represented a
veturn of €3 per aeve, or n gross return of
£1,700. 1 saw that crop again oh the 10th
December. During the intervening period
unseasonable. rains had fallen in the dis-

triet, Between 4 and 5 inches were regis-
tered. A harvester was put through the
crop, but in 100 wvards it produced

nothing. The total return from the area
under ecrop was obtained in one corner
where 10 bags were secured, worth £3 10s.
Now those men are over £2,000 in arrear in
their operations. That is one ease out of
a total area of 13,000t acres and within ten
miles of where a similar state of affairs
vxisted. No erop was taken off that area,
and only ahout 3,000 bags of wheat were
abtained from 3,000 acres. Those are ex-
anmples where there was nothing in the
natore of ineflicieney; quite the reverse, and
conditions outside their eontrol placed those
men in an extremely parlous position. T re-
zvet to say that though representations for
relief were made on behalf of those men, to
the Minister for Lands, it was not possible
to et it for them., They could not receive
assistance although very definitely thev were
neeessitons  wheatgrowers. 1 propose to
rend for the illumination of the members a
Iotter T received from Cranbrook to-day. It
reads—

T am writing to you for your valued advice
re o soldier’s wife. Wer husband is serving
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with the A.LF., znd left Australia at the be-
giuning of June, leaving his wife and family
of six (uow seven) on his farm, which is mort-
gaged to the . . . bank. Two days after ber
arrival back with No, 7, the manager of that
bank called cn her and informed her that the
bank wus foreclosing on the property and that
she would have to get vut by the end of the
montk. Can they put her off this property
whilst hor hushand is serving with the A LF.?
tUnder agreement between her husband and the
hunk, she was to receive 23s. a week from the
property. Kecently that was stopped.

The Minister for Justice: 1t was not the
Agricultural Bank?

Mr. WATTS: No. Possibly we may be
able to bave those contemplated procecdings
stopped under the Federal regulations; 1 do
uot know whether we can or not. I am not
in a posttion yet to know exactly.

Mr. Marshall: 1 made inquiries in a sim-
lny ense and found that the mortzage could
not be exercised.

Mr. WATTS: I know that the court hay
emergency powers, bat whether it can exer-
cise those powers in this ease is another mat-
ter, It is only six weeks since the man left
the State, und it is diffieult to realise that
hiz position could have gone =o far to the
bad in that fime. Therefore if it is good
eniough to permit a man to go away with the
ALF., and an agreement is entered into
that the Bat:k shonld make the wife an allow-
unce, it is only right that the allowance
should be earvied on. It scems to me that the
attititde of the particular financial instito-
tion is not one that we should consider
lightly; we should leok into it seriously nnd
determine what aclion we shorld take to en-
sure that no injustice shall ocear either in
the case of mewmbers of the forees or of any
persons who aet in an honest and efficient
manner- We should impress upon the finan-
rial institution that undue haste in matters
such as these will not be permitted. T trust
the Premicr, like the Premier of Vietoria,
will take action publicly and state what he
is prepared to do in regard to any unjust or
onreasonable attitude that may be adopted
hy u hank or any other institution. If he
does that, there may he little need to legis-
late to prevent a repetition of anything of
this kind, but if he does nothing we must
have recourse to legislation. I submit to the
House that the psvehologieal effeet not only
on the farmers actually concerned but on
those who may be neighbours and who may
he associated with them in the distriet, must
be taken into consideration, We must ask
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-durselves alse whelher gontinued production
of cortain agrieultural eommodities is an
«fyential part of our war effort. YWe have
been told repeatedly that it is. Ther if it is,
tthe production of those essentials shonld be
clearly determined by the Government
of the couniry, and every effort made
te sce thal operations assoeiated with
the production of those commodities are
ewrried on in the most efficient manner.
But persens who are preducing the com-
modities, directly or indirectly, must know
svhether their tenure is secure or not. They
must know, one way or the other, A per-
son must be sure, so long as he is carrying
on the work efficiently, that he will be per-
mitted to continue without interference
from those who have no right to restrict an
essential work, and we bave been assured
that agrieulture is an essential part of the
war effort. I do ask the Government to
impress upon those in authority at Can-
berra the importance of protecting this in-
dustry and, having obtained a proncnnee
ment, it will then be possible for farmers to
carry on their work intelligently and effie-
jently. That, however, will not be possible
if while their work is being carried on they
are to be harried and harassed by persons
who have no right to do so.

I should like to say a few words on the
subject of native affairs. On this question
there is quite a new point of view being
brought to bear on the management of the
department; T belicve that the hon. gentle-
man who is now in charge of that depart-
ment is bringing to bear on it new ideas,
and so at this stage I do not think any
eriticism of his work is warranted though
in the past T have eriticised the department
as often as T have found it necessary to do
ap.

Mr. Warner: A lot of changes are neces-
sary.

Mr, WATTS: They are, and a lot of
changes are going fo be made. If those
changes result in some good, as we hape
they will, it will at least be a step in the
right direction. We shall be able to feel
then that something is being done, even
thonch those resnlts mayv not be quite as
satisfactory as we wonld like them to be, If
we find that the effort being made nnder the
new management does not prodnce better re-
sults, we shall have the opportunity to
offer eriticism at a future date. The de-
partment is now in hetter hands than for
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some considerable time past. There are
new sympathies and a better understanding,
and these should ultimately produce an im-
proved state of affairs in regard te the
natives and half-castes in the State, It is
badly needed. The questions of the em-
ployment of natives, their sustenance and
mission stations, as well as all the argu-
ments we have heard regarding them, de-
mand eareful consideration. I ask the Min-
isfer to gcontinue on the lines he has recently
taken and have investigations made by praec-
tieal persons with wide expericnee of our
natives and their ways. When the Minis-
ter receives the recommendations of thoso
persons, I trust he will use his best endeav-
ours to have them put into effect for the
improvement of the lot of our aborigines
and half-castes.

There are some matters, which may be
termed parochial, upon which I desire to
tonch for a moment., Grave diffienlty has
been experienced in the Great Sounthern
district with regard to water supplies. It is
just as well the House should know that in
an area where usually we have approxim-
ately 12in. of rain by this time of the year,
this year we have had only 450 points, or
41%in., since the lst January last. That
has resulted in two kinds of water supply
falling very low. The agricultural water
supply is exceedingly low; if we do not
have a better rainfall by the end of the
year then I fear that both the Government
and the Agrienltural Bank, as well as
others, will be put to much expense in cart-
ing water from points far distant to the
farming areas. Nyabing is fortunate in
that it has a econcrete water catchment,
which was put down by the Public Works
Department some two or three years ago at
o cost of about £4,000. At the moment it
is almost full of water, a great quantity
having been left over from last year, when
the rainfall was exceptionally heavy. At
Ongerup, further south, the same position
prevails, except that the reservoir is not
nearly so full; and unless we have further
rains additional expense will he incurred
there. Katanning has suffered considerably
for a long period in regard to its water
supply, not only from the point of view of
quantity but alse guality. Practieally speak-
ing, we bave had no rain during midwin-
ter. I wmention this fact because negotia-
tions have been proceeding hetween the Min-
ister and the Katanning Water Board with
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regard to a considerable amount of work
which it has been suggested should be done
to the scheme, the objeet being to improve
the catchment area and holding ground.
The outlock of the loeal authority was that,
in the hope of n spread of pood seasons—
last year heing Lhe first—from a rainfall
point of view, it should not press the mat-
ter, as it was felt the Government had per-
haps other matters on its hands requiving
varlier attention during the period of
tha war. As T sav the local auth-
ority expected to get a plentiful water sup-
ply, but was disappointed. So we are now
reluctantly compelled to say to the Govern-
ment, *War or no war, other joba or no
ather jobs, please come and make arrange-
ments for the work to be done to the Katan-
ining water scheme, because if it is not done
we shall have no water and the position
will he even more sevious than it has heen
in past vears.” T do not propose to dwell
on the subject any further.

[ shall conclude my remarks by ocx-
pressing the hope that the Minister for
Lands will soon he vesloved to liealth. We
have had a number of disenssions with him
during the vear, mostly with regard to the
bulk handling of wheat in what iz known
as the Alhany zone.
able to arrange for considerable progress
in the direction of bulk handling in the Al
bany zone and T trust his efforts will very
shortly bear frait. But I do think, with
the memhber for Albany (Mr. Hill), who i3
on the right track, that a substantial altera-
tion ought to be made in the houndaries of
whut is known as the Albany zone. On
what basis, by what rule, by what yardsticl,
the present zone was defined 1 do not know.
Tt seems to me, however, that from the point
of view of railway convenience, snitability
of grade and all the other factors which go
to make up the aren that should be the
hinterland of a port, the port of Albany is
deserving of a  hioterland considerably
larger than it now has.

Mr. Withers: You can get the whest
taken to Albany if yon arc prepared to pay
extra freight.

Alr. WATTS: That is right.

Mr. Withers: That is what it means.

Mr. WATTS: I am not trying to stenl
anything from the hon. member.

Mr. Doney: It is based on mileage. If
it were hased on freight, it might be all
right.

The Minister has heen’

[COUNCIL]

Mr. WATTS: It is hased on mileage at
present; and we are, 1 hope, entitled to our
opinion—even if it s wrong—that there
ought to be an alleration in the bhoundaries
of the Albany zone. We are going to axk
for such an alteration and if our request is
granted, God bless us.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, debate ad-

jonrned.

House adjourned at 5.47 p.m.

* .
Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 13h Lugust, 1940,
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Goidatene © Cnntbernn aft disaster ..., I

The PRIESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., aud read prayers.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBER.

Hon, ¢, B, Williams (South) took and
stihseribed the oath and signed the roll.

CONDOLENCE-CANBERRA AIR
DISASTER.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (llon. W.
. Witson—West) [4.33]: It is with sincere
regret that I submit the following motion :—

This Ilouse places ou record its semse of the
severe loss to the Commonwealth by the death
of Brigadier the Hon. G. A, Street, Minister
for the Army; the Hon. T, V. Fairbairn, Min-
ister for the Air; the Hon, Sir Henry Gullett,
Vice-President of the Executive Couneil;
Lieut.-General Sir Brudenell White, Chief of
the General Staff, and the other passengers
and members of the erew killed in the air dis-
aster near Canberra,

That the foregoing resolution be tranamitted
by the President to the Prime MMinister,
threugh the Premier’s Department, with the
request that the terms of the resolution be eon-
veved to the relatives of the deceased Min-
isters, and the passengers and members of the
orew.



